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by Clyde Wilson

Many good people have been working in recent yeapseserve public acknowledgment and celebratfaup
Confederate history. Our fights have been largefgisive reactions to the innumerable strokes peoemies, and most
of them have been defeats. Our enemies control ofitlsé "respectable” political, religious, eduoatl, business, and
media institutions of American society, includinganly all "Southern™ institutions.

We have lost in part because many defenders ofédendite symbols have not understood the natufedfattle.
Southerners are a conservative people. They pireddraditional to the abstract and are slow tgpadew theories (one
of the several characteristics that distinguisimtifiem other inhabitants of the United States) sTikia good and healthy
virtue, but like all virtues it can, if we are nmdreful, become a self-defeating rigidity. The @mative philosopher
Russell Kirk contrasted mere stand-patter consismatf the dull-witted or poor in spirit who rejemything new with
the true conservatism of an Edmund Burke or a IaHbalhoun who perceived that it was necessarhange in order to
conserve because new conditions had created neatsho our patrimony.

Unfortunately, too many spokesmen in the fight3outhern heritage are stand-patters, i.e., dinesautheir way to
extinction. They are trying to live in a world titaey grew up in but which does not exist any mdtee world that they
grew up in accepted Southerners and Southern gerits.a positive part of America. That world bedisappearing a
half century ago and is almost gone.

After Reconstruction, which all sensible Northemeame to realize had been a grievous mistake, Amsticans, North
and South, took the Road to Reunion. Southernet$chagree that they were glad that the Union feshisaved and a
stronger America had emerged. (They were alreadyigely glad of the end of slavery.) For the maat phey did this
with sincerity and enthusiasm (they had to if thag any hopes of personal success). Southerneambegnod and loyal
members of the new America. They have lived uféd pledge every generation since, in fact have be=most loyal ¢
all Americans and done more than their fair shareviery war.

As their part of the bargain, Northerners acknogtetithat Southerners had been brave and honorethieir war for
independence, and their heroes, like Lee and Jacksmld be celebrated as American heroes. (There always a few
old Yankees around who wanted to exterminate thelseand indeed there still are, but they werermrity.)

This is why "The Birth of a Nation," creation ofW. Griffith, son of a Confederate soldier, couldrbgarded as a
national epic at the beginning of the twentiethtagn Will Rogers, another son of a Confederatéliso] was a national
institution and he and Shirley Temple and many mstipertrayed very sympathetic Southern charactettse films of the
1920s and 1930s.

Gone With the Wind, book and movie, was an all-tlmestseller in the North as well as the South. {Ew@jor male
non-Southern Hollywood star in the 1950s and 1$®0fayed a heroic Confederate: Errol Flynn, Johayké, Clark
Gable, Allan Ladd, Charlton Heston, Richard Hamdentgomery Clift, Henry Fonda, Ronald Reagan, Richard
Widmark, to name just a few. In all his best moyikshn Wayne is a Confederate: "Red River," "Thar&ers," and
"True Grit," the last two based on Southern novels.

Confederate battle flags were seen among Amerigatirfg men, in real life and film, during World WH and Korea,
and Vietnam. Douglas Southall Freeman’s R.E. Leklae’s Lieutenants were celebrated as accourAsnefican
military valor. When President Roosevelt inaugutate first completed dam of the TVA, he did scagplatform that
flew US and Confederate flags.

That world does not exist any more! Defenders aftBern heritage should stop acting like it does fplople who want
to do away with Confederate symbols are not pewaple will come around when you argue a little higtakinterpretation
with them, or when you point out (as you know tatue) that your forebears were not fighting favary, or prove that

you are a loyal American whose heart contains ne &ad violenc

They do not care! They have no heritage of thein awd do not know what a heritage is. They beliavbeir own
self-interest and fashionable abstractions. Weat@nd will not in the foreseeable future live ivarld where Southern
heritage will be publicly honored except by us. Ve in a regime where Confederate symbols aredidbd for
complete obliteration. At present, we can expedi@lp from our own institutions, the politics ofibern states being
dominated primarily by Big Business. (A phone ¢adim the president of NationsBank or the publisbfea big
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newspaper carries more weight with any politicizent 20,000 Confederates at a rally, or any numbpersonal visits
from earnest citizens. This is a fact.)

The Compromise is broken. Why this happened waltd several books to explain. Northern societypeaidically
gone through fits of fanaticism which have focuspdn us. When was the last time you thought alaliig people in
New York or Seattle what to do? Never, becausenbt a part of our national character as SoutherBait hundreds ¢
thousands of Northerners are thinking about youabaiit their right to suppress your evil ways.heit fantasy world,
which is the only culture of any significance thewe, you are the evil obstacle to making the wpddect. They have
always been that way.

It has nothing to do with you. It is their problelnhas nothing to do with the South except that$louth lies convenient
for their aggressions. They cover up their emptinkatred, hypocrisy, and insignificance by ideimi you as the
Enemy. This is the way Puritans behave when they foeir religion. Our forefathers saw this clealtlyvas that kind of
society and people that they fought to be free of!

Many of our official defenders have not figured that the Compromise no longer exists. In a relagislative election
in South Carolina, the leftwing candidate brought @ bevy of veterans and SCV members to publichdemn the
conservative candidate because the conservatividzde was a Southern activist who allegedly wodtrepeat the
Pledge of Allegiance.

It was as if the conservative candidate was ortheo§poiled Yankee children who promoted treasdimia of war in the
1960s. These good people are too blind to figutahai those 60s traitors are now in power in Acgeand are the ones
who are hellbent on using their power to destragrglast vestige of our Southern heritage and itjeént

This unfortunately represents the attitude of t@mynflag defenders. One despairs at such blindiiégscompatriots |
am talking about, however, can be educated. | baga it done. Democrats and Republicans bothgeafuling
establishment, are relying on this kind of stupdttiotism" to kill off challenges to their powe&outhern heritage is the
first casualty of that power.

WAKE UP! It is not 1945 any more, or even 1975. Yoaun either honor your Southern heritage and presgyur
Southern identity, or you can give unthinking oleedie to the America of today. You cannot do bothaevit engaging in
self-defeating contradiction.

Here are a few suggestions.

Don’t compromise. Compromise is only a defeat asgrangboard for another attack. Don'’t think thairly a good sport
will make the other side good sports. Who followsuacertain trumpet? You will probably lose. Bubss on principle
preserves a rallying point. John C. Calhoun sag&feat on principle is not an overthrow, whileietary by compromise
is a defeat.

Be worthy of your ancestors. Don'’t be a goody gobtEiyerican" humbly begging to be allowed to keeghaed of your
heritage. You are a member of a great people whaiader attack and have been betrayed by theielsald is needed to
defend the Southern people here and now and rahgisoble Confederate soldier.

Think like a Southerner. We cannot defend just@omfederate forebears, as important as that isy @&reebut a part of
Southern history. Lay claim to all of Southern digtand culture, from Captain John Smith and Pogtsoto Dale
Earnhardt. To concentrate on Confederate histanyeais to concede to the enemy that the Confedeatpe segregated
off as an evil episode of slavery and treasonisti plays into the North’s everlasting tendencgleom anything Southern
that is good, as "American," that is, non-South&eorge Washington is just as Southern as Robémeé.Thomas
Jefferson is just as Southern as Jefferson Davidréw Jackson is just as Southern as Bedford RoAksn York, and
Audie Murphy, and the Alamo are just as SoutherStagewall Jackson. Lay claim to all your heritage!

Avoid argument with the enemy and concentrate arcatihg yourself and members of our people, esihetie young,
not forgetting the many Yankees of good will. InritBge Haters you are dealing with people who ghait children to
private schools while busing yours and still thihky are morally superior to you because theyrafavor of busing and
you are not. They are not interested in debateideace. Remember, they are not attacking yourtgneadfather’s wa
they are attacking you! And, as we learned in thg fight in South Carolina, this goes double foe academic "experts
in the war era, who are even less interested iheende and perspective than the ordinary flag hater.
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Don't be discouraged. So beautiful and powerfuus heritage that it has taken them decades taveay as much as they
have. It will take some time and hard work to rezrdest ground.

If you have to argue, turn the tables. The sigaifidactor is the North’s motives! They are thesowho invaded us,
violating the fundamental American principle of twnsent of the governed.

If you must debate, don’t make indefensible statem#hat will be laughed out of court, like the waas not about
slavery, most Southerners did not own slaves, arekaggerated count of black soldiers in the Caerizcl. Yes, the war
was partly about slavery, though not on their sideé not as centrally and in the way that they cl&@ounting families,
approximately one-fourth of Southerners were owpégomestic servants, almost all of them of a f@eple who lived
and worked closely with the family. Yes, there wargreat many black Confederates who helped susiaiarmies and
the home front, but not as enrolled soldiers.

Stop supporting federal government wars out ofinkihg loyalty. For a long time the US armed fortesl a chivalric
Southern flavor. They now combine all the worstesrsp of bureaucracy, imperialism, graft, affirmataction, and
Political Correctness, in an atmosphere of morplaléty.

Cure yourself of Republican party thinking. Whatlfier proof is needed that the South and Southeirere nothing to
expect from the Republican "conservatives" excegbffs to individuals to betray their people? As fRev. Robert
Lewis Dabney pointed out long ago, the Northerm&awvatives," in the entire course of Americandmnishave never
conserved anything. George W., though raised ira$esuppressed innocuous Confederate plaques. MdBaiigh a
descendant of Confederates, branded our flag ateasfimbol to be suppressed. The Republican govefidew York
banished the Georgia flag. Shortly after their ¢daig was elected President, the Wall Street JbarthNational
Review published pieces ridiculing Southern corastives. The message was clear: Give us your voslaut up.

The worst thing that can happen to the South etturned into an appendage of the bland, prineiggeclements
represented by the Republican party. Think likeoatBerner, not like a knee-jerk "conservative JdEse Jackson causes
a ruckus in Decatur, lllinois, applaud him. You d¢ensure that if he was making trouble in your tplacatur, lllinois,
would be cheering him on. They just don't want tornbother them.

My standpatter compatriots, if you want to be adgydmerican as defined by the ruling institutionddy, forget about
your Southern heritage. But most Southerners aarfaiily, place, Christian social order, courdggalty, honor — al
things besieged in America today. That is, afteely we love our heritage.

Dr. Wilson is professor of history at the Univeysif South Carolina and editor of The Papers ohJ8hCalhoun.
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