P2t % Truth concerni ng the Confederate Battle Flag

1 By Pastor John Weaver

Open your Biblesto the Book of Numbers Chapter 1. Numbers Chapter 1 and we
will read some verses there and then in Chapter 2 as well. Numbers Chapter
1:52 —*“And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents every man by hi
sown camp and every man by his own standard throughout their hosts.” Note

that phrase, “Every man by his own standard throughout their hosts.” Now o
ok in Chapter 2:2. “Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch hisown
standard or banner or flag with the ensign, banner or flag, of their fathe

rs house far off about the Tabernacle of the Congregation shall they pitch.
And on the east side toward the rising of the sun shall they of the standa

rd of the camp of Judah pitch throughout their armies; and Nahshon, the son
of Amminadab shall be Captain of the Children of Judah.” Notice if you wou
|d please, in verse 10, “On the south side shall be the standard of the cam

p of Reuben according to their armies. and the captain of the children of R

euben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur.” Note on the south side shall be

the standard of the camp of Reuben. Look in verse 17, “ Then the tabernacle

of the congregation shall set forward with the camp of the Levitesinthem
idst of the camp: as they encamp, so shall they set forward, every maninh

is place by their standards. On the west side shall be the standard of the

camp of Ephraim according to their armies: and the captain of the sons of E
phraim shall be Elishamathe son of Ammihud.” Then verse 25, “ The standard

of the camp of Dan shall be on the north side by their armies. And the capt

ain of the children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.” And th

en verse 31, “And they that were numbered in the camp of Dan were an hundre

d thousand and fifty and seven thousand and six hundred. They shall goto h
indmost with their standards.” Then verse 34, “And the children of Israel d

id according to all that the Lord commanded M oses so they pitched by their

standards and so they set forward every one after their families according

to the house of their fathers.

L et me begin by asking a simple question. Why in the world is there so much
fussover aflag? Is a standard, abanner, and ensign, or a flag worth fight

ing about? Everyone knows that aflag isasymbol. It represents something.
But what isit asymbol of and what doesiit represent? If you will study you

r Bible you will find that our English word “flag” does not occur in our Bib
les, except to refer to “the reeds’ or more specifically the “paper | plant

that dwells by theriverside.” But if you will take the time to go through a
concordance you will find that the word “banner,” the word “ standard,” the

word “ensign” occurs frequently over and over. | want you to see by way of |



ntroduction tonight the importance of aflag or the importance of a standard
. You see, when the children of Israel were encamped in the wilderness they
camped everyone under their own standard. Do you realize that they were cent
ered around that Tabernacle according to their standards as well? If you wil
| look back in your Bibles to the Book of Numbers 2:2. Note this statement:
“Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard. So evi
dently atribe had its own standard, with the ensign of their father's house
. S0 there were not only tribal standards, there were also family standards,
so usually then, each family carried two banners - one for their tribe and
one for their father's house. And of course, all of these familiesin Israel
, dl of the tribes then were centered around that tabernacle. When they mar
ched, they marched according to the order that God gave. Now there were four
leading tribes: the Tribe of Judah, Rueben, Ephraim and Dan. Now according
to tradition, the standard of the Tribe of Judah had aLion onit. Hence we
know Christ asthe “Lion of the Tribe of Judah.” That of the Tribe of Rueben
had the likeness of aman's head. That of the Tribe of Ephraim had the figu
re of an ox and that of the Tribe of Dan had the symbol of an eagle. If you
will study the book of Ezekiel, you will find the four living creatures there that Ezeki
oned here in the Book of Numbers, Chapter 2.

Now | want you to turn in your Biblesto Psalm 20:5. The Word of God sayst
his. “We will rejoice in thy salvation and in the name of our God we will s

et up our banners. The Lord fulfill al thy petitions.” So banners or flags

then have areligious significance. Here is the importance of a banner: we

set it up in the name of our God. It represents our theology. It represent

sour Christianity. Look in your Biblesto Psalm 60:4. Note how plain the B
ible is here. Psalm 60:4: The Word of God says, “Thou hast given abanner t
o them that fear thee that it may be displayed because of thy truth.” So Go

d then gives us a banner that we might display that banner. Why? Because of
the truth. Not because of error, not because of anything else, but because

of the truth. Now go back in your Biblesto the Book of Exodus 17:15. Y ou
are going to be surprised when you find one of the names of God mentioned h
erein the Bible. Exodus 17:15, “ The Children of Israel had fought against

the Amalikites and had won.” God had given them the victory. Exodus 17:14:
Note what God tells Moses. “And the Lord said unto Moses write thisfor am
emorial in abook and rehearse it in the ears of Joshuafor | will utterly

put out the remembrance of Amalek from under Heaven. And Moses built an alt
ar and called the name if it Jehovah-nissi. Jehovah-nissi. For he said beca

use the Lord had sworn that the Lord would have war with Amalek from genera
tion to generation.” Now note Moses built an altar and called the name of |

t Jehovah-nissi. Jehovah-nissi means “the Lord our banner.” In other words



God isthe banner of His people. The name of God is associated with the war
fare of His people. So aflag thenis not just given to us for the truth, b

ut God Himself is said to be our flag, our banner. Look in your Bibles at t

he Book of Isaiah 59:19. Hereisavery powerful verse. Look in Isaiah 59:1
9. Note, if you would this verse: “So shall they fear the name of the Lord
from the West and His glory from the rising of the Sun when the enemy shall
comein like aflood, the spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard or banner against hi

you hear what | just read? When the enemy shall come in like aflood then the
spirit, that is the third person of the Trinity, then the Holy Spirit shall

lift up a standard against him. Now let me ask you a question. If the Holy Sp
irit islifting up abanner, if heislifting up a standard against the enemi

es of God's people, what standard or what banner is he lifting up? Look in yo
ur Biblesto Isaiah 11:10 and you will find out. Note if you would please, wh
at the Word of God says concerning Christ, “And in that day there shall bero
ot of Jesse which shall stand for an ensign or aflag of the people and to it
shall the Gentiles seek and hisrest shall be glorious.” So when the enemies
of the Lord come in like aflood, the Spirit of God lifts up a standard agai

nst them and that standard is Jesus Christ! So God the Father issaid in the
scripture to be our banner. God the Son is said in the scripture to be our ba
nner. | don't know about you, but | believe God places a great deal of import
ance upon banners and flags and ensign in the Word of God.

No one can deny the importance of a standard based upon the Word of God. But
what about the Confederate Flag? |s the Confederate Flag a Christian symbol
? Interestingly, when one mentions the Confederate Flag, usually what comes
up in someone's mind is the battle flag as we see right here. | want you to
know tonight that there were numerous Confederate Flags. Thisis the battle
flag. Let mejust point out the fact that there were five major flags. There
were many, many more, but the first flag that | want to point out is the Bo
nnie Blue flag which was a solid blue flag with asingle star right in them
iddle. Now the Bonnie Blue flag was the unofficial flag of the Confederate S
tates of America. It was never officially adopted, but it was an extremely p
opular flag and there is a song written about it from that period. Then seco
ndly, thereiswhat is known as the first “National Flag”, which is sometime
scalled the Stars and Bars. Now thereis aproblem, and | am going to deal
with it alittle bit later. But the Stars and Bars looked alot like the Sta

rs and Stripes, and there was a conflict because of that. Then thirdly, ther

e was the second “National Flag”, which isreferred to as the stainless bann
er. It just had this symbol in the upper left-hand corner and then it was pu

re white; it was silk. The only problem with the stainless banner was when t
he wind was not blowing and it was folded, it sometimes looked like aflag o



f truce, or aflag of surrender. And then fourthly, we have the third “Natio
nal Flag” and that was the same stainless banner but with a solid red bar al

| the way down it and that isthe one that is usually flying today. It was o
fficially adopted, but very few of them were issued. And then of course, we
have the Confederate Battle Flag as we know it. Interestingly enough, the fi
rst four flags are very rarely spoken against because most people don't even
know about their existence, and they are totally absolutely ignorant of the
m and so consequently it is the battle flag that catches most of the flak.

So let me begin tonight with some negatives. | want to tell you what the Con
federate Battle Flag does not represent! | want to tell you what it does not
symbolize and | want you to hear me very carefully, because | am goingto g
ive you the historical proof for what | am going to say. First of all, the C
onfederate Battle Flag is not aracist flag. | can hear it now though, “Brot

her Weaver, don't you know that the Ku Klux Klan uses the Confederate Battle
Flag, and don't you know that the white supremacists groups use the Confede
rate Flag, and don't you know the hate groups use the Confederate Flag?’ Yes
, | know this. But | also know that they use the Stars and Stripesand | als
o know they even use the Christian flag as well. Let me ask you a question.
Why are not the Stars and Stripes and Christian flag considered racist flags
aswell? | mean if someone is going to be guilty by association, or if some
thing is going to be guilty by association, | can show you pictures of the K

KK marching in Washington, D.C. and there was not one Confederate Flag among
st them. They are al carrying the Stars and Stripes, the U.S. Flag! If wea

re going to condemn the flag because the KKK and the white supremacists and
the hate groups use it, let's condemn all the flags. Be consistent! Condemn
the Stars and Stripes. Condemn the Christian flag. Let me ask you another qu
estion, just to show you the absurdity of this position. Do you realize that

the Darlington 400 for years used a picture of the Confederate Flag on its
billboard and advertised itself as the Rebel Raceway? Does that mean that an
yone who attends the Darlington 400 is aracist? What about the Scottish sol
diers? I'll explain thisalittle bit later. Even today Scottish Soldiers wh
o werein the British Army wear the cross of Saint Andrews. Does that mean t
hat all Scottish soldiers are racist aswell?

L et me show you the enmity and the hatred and the venom that is being spoke
n against this flag and | am going to tell you why before | close tonight.

| found awebsite and the name of the website was basically, “The Confedera

te Flag Must Go!” and it was put there by Jack Crawford, who evidently isa
black man based upon his other writings, and here iswhat he said. | am qu
oting him verbatim, | took it off hiswebsite. He says this, “ The Confedera



te flag isawell recognized international symbol of racism, davery, hatre

d, murder and white supremacy. It should be outlawed, not just banned. Anyo
ne flying it should be corrected in a manner that is usually reserved for o

verseers, dlave masters, and leaders of lynch mobs responsible for the murd
er of children. Am | clear?” So what does Mr. Jack Crawford say? He says an

yone who flies this flag ought to be condemned to death. That is basically

what he is saying. What would you do to a murderer who formed alynch mob a
nd hung a child? Well, very clearly you would see that he got the death pen
alty. Well that iswhat he is saying. Now let me just tell you very quickly

, Mr. Crawford's statement is unhistorical. It is unconstitutional and it i
suntrue. Do you realize that most attackers of the flag are either motivat

ed by historical ignorance or pure unadulterated malice toward the South, i

ts symbols, its heritage and its people? In 1994, a Harris Poll found that

two-thirds of black Americans had no problem with the Confederate Flag. No
problem at all! Why in the world make the flag an issue? In fact, there are
numerous black Americans that speak out for the Confederate Flag. Let meg
ive you one of them. R.J. Wilkins of Miami, Florida, had thisto say. They

were flying the Confederate Flag at the capitol in Tallahassee, Florida, an

d hewrote this: “I am ablack man who is not offended by the flying of the
Confederate Flag beside the Capitol in Tallahassee, Florida. The Confedera

te Flag is as much a part of my history asit is of any white person. It ma

y not represent the best of my race, or be held by some as a contribution to this countt
ness, but it doesto me. My great grandparents were a part of the plantatio

ns. They worked the cotton fields, cleaned the big houses and in many ways

supported the development of American society. We should let the Confederat

e Flag fly as areminder of our American history both black and white.” But
let me tell you something. Y ou want to hear a black man speak out and spea
k the truth? Let me give you a quote that W. Earl Douglas gave. He was a bl

ack journalist in Charleston, South Carolina, and he is now dead, but here
iswhat he said concerning the Confederate flag, ” If hate had been the prev

ailing emotion between the races, then it is a safe bet that the Confederac

y would have never been born.” Did you hear what he said? If hate had been

the prevailing emotions between the blacks and the whites in the South, he
issaying it's a safe bet that the Confederacy would have never, ever been
born. | continue, ” Fortunately,” he says, ” There was love, understanding, a
nd compassion.” Now listen to what this black man says. ” And the two greate

st lies ever perpetrated by history are, number one, that the South instiga

ted the war, and number two, that it was fought by the North for the purpos

e of freeing the slaves! The Negro was merely used as the excuse for that W

ar while the real reason for it is reflected in every area of our lives whe

re the tentacles of government form the bars of a new slavery. No! Don't fu



rl that Confederate Battle Flag. Let it wave all across the South to remind
Americans that there exists here ayearning for liberty, freedom, and inde
pendence that will not be denied. Let it fly as atestimonial to real men a

nd real women who would rather work and fight and shed tears than to beg th

e government for charity.” He understood, folks. He had more sense and more
knowledge than most people today.

Y ou see the Confederate Battle Flag is not aracist symbol and it never has
been. One of my favorite storiesis about a black representative, John F.
Harris, who was alegidlator in Washington County, Mississippi. And he had

the opportunity to vote for Senate Bill #25, which was abill to erect aCo
nfederate Monument on the Capitol Square in Jackson, Mississippi. Now the b
il did pass and Mr. Harris, who was sick and got out of his bed to give hi

s speech before the Senate, did so and, on February 23, 1890, the Daily Cla
rion Ledger of Jackson, Mississippi printed his speech in full. Let me read
aportion of it to you. He says, "Mr. Speaker, | have arisen herein my pl
aceto offer afew words on the bill. | have come from a sick bed. Perhaps

it was not prudent for me to come, but Sir | could not rest quietly inmy r

oom without contributing afew remarks of my own. | was sorry to hear the s
peech of the young gentlemen from Marshall County. | am sorry that any son
of a soldier should go on record as opposed to the erection of a monument |

n honor of their brave dead. And Sir, | am convinced that had he seen what

| saw at Seven Pines and in the seven days fighting around Richmond, the ba

ttle field covered with the mangled forms of those who fought for their cou
ntry and for their countries honor, he would not have made that speech. Whe

n the news came that the South had been invaded, those men went forth to fi
ght for what they believed. And they made no requests for monuments. But th
ey died and their virtues should be remembered. Sir, | went with them. | to

o wore the Grey. The same color my master wore. We stayed four long years a
nd if that war had gone on until now, | would have been there yet. | want t

0 honor those brave men who died for their convictions. When my mother died
| was aboy. Who Sir, then acted the part of a mother to the orphaned slav

e boy but my old misses. Was she living now or could speak to me from those
high realms where gathered the sainted dead, she would tell me to vote for
thisbill and, Sir, | shall vote for it. I want it known to all the world that my voteis gi
n favor of abill to erect amonument in honor of the Confederate dead.” Her

e was aman, a black man, who wore the Confederate gray and he understood th
e War was not aracist War. Now, let metell you, the Confederate Flag is no

t aracist flag.

But, now wait, if you want racism, if you want hatred, if you want white su



premacy, | will tell you where to find it — under the Stars and Stripes, th
e U.S. Flag. Not under the Confederate Flag. Do you realize the Emancipatio
n Proclamation was signed on January 1, 18637 On August 14, 1862, less than
five months before the Emancipation Proclamation was signed, Abraham Linco
In invited a number of leading blacks to the White House to give them hisw
ords of wisdom and to demonstrate to them why he was attempting to colonize
them back in Africa. By the way, Lincoln's Negro policy was to send them a
[I back to Africa. That was his policy. William Seward, William Stanton, al
| of them wanted the same thing. And so he invited these Negroes to come to
the White House to hear his words of wisdom, and | am quoting verbatim wha
t Lincoln said. Listen carefully, he says, “Why should people of your race
be colonized and where? Why should they leave this country? Thisis perhaps
the first question for proper consideration. Y ou and we are different race
s. We have between us a broader difference than exists between almost any o
ther two races. Whether it isright or wrong | need not discuss. But this p
hysical differenceisagreat disadvantage to us both as | think. Y our race
suffers very greatly, many of them by living among us, while ours suffers
from your presence. In aword, we suffer on each side. If thisis admitted
it affords areason at least why we should be separated. Y ou are free men h
ere | suppose. Perhaps you have been long free, al of your lives. Your rac
e issuffering, in my judgment, the greatest wrong inflicted on any people,
but even when you cease to be slaves, you are yet far removed from being p
laced on an equality with awhite race. The aspiration of men isto enjoy e
quality with the best when free, but on this broad continent, not asingle
man of your race is made the equal of a single man of our race.” — Abraham
Lincoln. Let me trandate that: Blacks aren't equal to Whites, never will b
e. That iswhat he just got through saying. Listen to what Lincoln said in a speech in (
Illinois, 1858. Lincoln said, “I am not now nor have ever been in favor of
bringing about in any way the social or the political equality of a White an
d Black races. | am not now, nor ever have been in favor of making voters or
jurors of Negroes, nor of qualifying them to hold office, nor of intermarri
ages with white people. There is aphysical difference between the white and
black races, which will forever forbid the two races from living together o
n social or political equality. There must be a position of superior and inf
erior and | am in favor of assigning the superior position to the white man.
" — Abraham Lincoln. Y ou see the Confederate flag has never stood as aracis
t symbol. If you want racism, you go to the Stars and Stripes. In the South,
although there was separation, the blacks respected the whites and the whit
es respected the blacks. And | will tell you this, there was no troublein t
he South back then nor in the 1960's until the North came down and started s
tirring up trouble. So the Confederate flag is not aracist flag. Secondly t



onight, the Confederate flag is not a flag of slavery. It does not represent
davery. Areyou listening to me tonight? There was not one slave ever brou
ght into this country under the Confederate flag. Every slave that was broug
ht into this country was brought in by Northern ships under the Stars and St
ripes. There was not even a dave brought into this country on a Southern ve
ssel! The slaves were brought into this country on Northern vessels under th
e Stars and Stripes.

Did you know that out of the 224 years that slavery waslegal in this count
ry, only four of those years did the Confederate Battle Flag fly? And by th
eway, there were slaves in this country in 1620. What flag flew over the c
ountry more than any other flag during those 224 years? It was the Stars an
d Stripes. It wasn't the Confederate Battle Flag. It was the Stars and Stri
pes! Why hate and attack the Confederate Flag? | mean, if you want to hate
aflag of davery then you ought to hate the Stars and Stripes! And if you
want to hate another flag of slavery, why not hate the British flag? Did yo
u know that England was responsible for taking five million blacks from Afr
icaand selling them to every country under the sun? If you want to hate a
flag, why not hate the Dutch flag or the Portuguese flag, or the Spanish fl
ag? They sold dlaves. And if you want to hate a flag today, how about hatin
g the Mudlim flags because even today the Muslims are still involved in sla
very! | mean let's be honest. Now if you want to believe that the War of 18
61 to 1865 was over dlavery, | can show you two things that ought to foreve
r correct your thinking in that areac The War was not over slavery. Slavery
has only been made an issue by the liberal revisionists. It was not an iss
ue. Let me proveto you just by two simple statements. | will give you more
, but let me prove to you that the War was not fought over slavery, and the
refore, this flag could never ever have represented slavery. Y ou see Abraha
m Lincoln proposed athirteenth amendment in March of 1861. It isthe only
proposed constitutional amendment that was signed by a sitting President. |
t bears Abraham Lincoln's signature. Here was Abraham Lincoln's proposed th
irteenth amendment: “No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which w
il authorize or give Congress the power to abolish or interfere within any
state with the domestic institutions thereof, including that a person's he
|d to labor or service by laws of said State.” Did you hear that? Lincoln's
proposed thirteenth amendment said Congress shall not have the power to interfere w
tutions within any state including those held to labor or service by thela
ws of that State. In other words, what Abraham Lincoln was saying to the So
uth, if you will accept this proposed thirteenth amendment, you may forever
keep daves. Folks, Beauregard never fired on Fort Sumter until April 9. T
hiswas in March of 1861! If the War had been about slavery and if the Sout



h wanted just to keep slaves and that was it, why fire agun? Why fire a sh

ot? Just simply accept his proposed thirteenth amendment and it would all b

e over. This resolution was passed unanimously by Congress on July 23, 1861
. You may read it for yourself in the Congressional Record. Here is what th
Isresolution says: “The War is waged by the government of the United State
snot in the spirit of conquest or subjugation, nor for the purpose of over
throwing or interfering with the rights or institutions of the states, but

to defend and protect the Union.” Congress said the War is not about slaver

y! | will even give you athirteenth amendment that will allow you to make
davery permanent.

Y ou see what was happening was this. There are alot of issuesand | can't ¢
over them all tonight, but one of the issues was an economic issue. Do you r
ealize the South, before the War, was extremely wealthy? And the South befor
e the War funded probably 75 to 80% of all the taxes. But the North wanted a
40% tariff. The south said no. The most we will ever agreeto isa 10% tari

ff. And what Lincoln and the radical republicans were doing was this: They w
ere saying we would give you the thirteenth amendment. We will let you keep

your slavesif that is what you want. You just let us keep our tariffs. Ino

ther words, the North was willing to sell the blacks out for money, for high

er taxes! They could care less. Y ou see, Hapgood's book, Abraham Lincoln, Th
e Man of The People, on page 273, quotes Abraham Lincoln as saying, “If | co
uld save the Union without freeing any of the slaves | would do it.” Abraham
Lincoln later said that slaves are property and if freed they should be pai

dfor. Later on Lincoln said, “| have no purpose directly or indirectly to i
nterfere with the institution of davery in the states where it exists. | be

lieve | have no lawful right to do so and | have no inclination to do so.” N

ow here Lincoln is acknowledging that he has no lawful right to interfere wi

th savery. Slavery, by the way, was constitutional. All thirteen colonies a
greed on it and by the way, in 1776, al thirteen colonies held slaves, not

just the South, all of them! Lincoln said, “I have no lawful right to interf
erenor,” he says, “do | have aninclination to do so.” In aletter to Alexa

nder Stevens who happened to be later the Vice President of the Confederacy,
Lincoln wrote and said this, “ Do the people of the South really entertain f

ear that a Republican administration would directly or indirectly interfere

with their daves, or with them about their slaves? If they do, | wishto as

sure you that once, as afriend, and still | hope not as an enemy, that ther

e isno cause for such fears. The South would be in no more danger in this respect tha
saying it's not over savery.

Y ou say, but Brother Weaver, Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Procl



amation. And the Emancipation Proclamation freed the slaves. No it didn't.
The Emancipation Proclamation did not free one slave! Do you know what Ab
raham Lincoln tried to do with the Emancipation Proclamation? In fact he s

ays so himself and so do other men in his Cabinet. They say that the Emanc
ipation Proclamation was a war measure. Lincoln, number one, wanted to kee
p England specifically, and the rest of Europe particularly from joining i

n with, or recognizing the Confederate states of America. That was hisfir

st goal in the Emancipation Proclamation. His second goal was another war
measure, in the sense, he was hoping that the blacks in the South would ri

se up in rebellion against their white masters and the white people. Let m

etell you something, just to show you there was no trouble in the South -
there was not one rebellion during that war of black folks. Do you realiz

e athousand torches in a thousand black hands would have emptied the Conf

ederate armies, because the men would have gone home to protect their fami
lies? And Lincoln knew that. Y ou see what Lincoln did was this. Now listen
to me. Lincoln tried to free the slaves in the South where he had absolut

ely no authority and he refused to release the slaves in the North where h

e did have authority. Did you know that in the Northern armies even when t
hey were fighting the South there were over 300,000 slaveholdersin the No
rthern armies? Did you know that General Robert E. Lee before the war ever
began, when he inherited some slaves freed them? General Ulysses S. Grant

, who was the main General of the North and afterwards became President, e

ven after the war was over, kept his slaves. And he did so with this excus

e: good help is hard to find. Y ou see the truth of the matter isthis: the
Emancipation Proclamation was not only unconstitutional, and everybody re

cognized it, it cost the Republicans alot of elections. There were five N

orthern states that refused after that to elect Republicans to Congress. And moreover,

deserted because of it and refused to fight. Slavery was not the issue. Slaver

y has never been the issue until recently, until political revisionists and th

e political correct people wanted to make it the issue.

There have been numerous warnings down through history concerning our flag
and concerning our heritage and our culture. One of those warnings came fro
m General Patrick Cleburne. | want to read to you what General Patrick Cleb
urne said in January of 1864. And he was warning the South in regards to su
bjugation. Y ou talk about a prophet, listen carefully. General Cleburne sai

d this: “If the South lost it means that the history of this heroic struggl

e will be written by the enemy. That our youth will be trained by Northern
school teachers, will learn from Northern school books their version of the
war, will be impressed by all of the influences of History and Education t

o regard our gallant debt as traders and our maimed veterans as fit subject



sfor derision.” Folkslet metell you that is exactly what has happened in
this country. Y ou pick up any textbook that you want to pick up and it wil
| just smply say, the War was over slavery, the North was right and the So
uth was wrong. And most folks believe that junk. They have been taught it.
The War was not over davery, not over slavery at al. One of my favorite s
toriesis about a reconstructed Southerner who ran into Mildred Lewis Ruthe
rford. Mildred Lewis Rutherford was one of the finest Southern Historians t
hat you could ever come across. | believe she died in 1928. But thisone re
constructed Southerner said to Mrs. Rutherford, he said, “My father wasa C
onfederate soldier, but had he lived, | am sure he would have regretted hav
ing fought for the wrong side.” To which Mrs. Rutherford replied: “Far more
probably he would have regretted having a son so disloyal to the principal
sfor which he was willing to give hislife’. The Confederate flag is not a
racist flag. The Confederate flag is not aflag of davery.

Now hereisthe third thing | want to teach you tonight, and | want you to |
isten carefully: The Confederate flag is a Christian flag and it represents
freedom from tyranny. The Confederate Battle Flag as we know it, redlly did
not come into existence, or | should say, into full-blown presence until aft

er First Manasses, July 21, 1861. Most of you know, or at least you should k
now, that the South and the North called their battles by different names. S

o it'seither First Manasses or First Bull Run depending on what section of

the country you are from. But during that battle the Confederate Battle Flag
was the Stars and Bars, and the Stars and Bars was very easily confused wit

h the Stars and Stripes, not only at a distance, but also especially under b

attle conditions. And you have got to remember all of the smoke that those b
lack powder rifles and cannons made at that particular time. It was during t
his battle that General Beauregard was observing the battle and he seesala
rge body of troops moving toward the union right flank. And Beauregard tried
and tried to make out the flag and to see if it was a Northern flag or Sout

hern flag, and he just ssimply could not make it out. So he called some of hi
syoung lieutenants up and he said, “ Tell me, isthat our flag or isthat th

eir flag?’ They could not make it out either. So he stood there very cautiou
gy trying to determine whose flag it was, what group was there. And all of
asudden alittle puff of wind came and it unfurled and he could see that it
was the Stars and Bars and he cried, “ The day is ours. Attack! Attack!” And
with that, of course they won the day and the Y ankees literally threw down
their weapons and ran all the way back to Washington, D.C. Later Beauregard
wrote “ At the Battle of Manassas | found it difficult to distinguish our the

n Confederate flag from the United States flag, the two being so much alike
especially when Genera Jewel A. Early made the flight movement that decided
the fate of the day. So Beauregard said, “I couldn't tell if it was ou



rsor theirs.” Then he wrote “| resolve to have our flag changed or to adopt
for my command a battle flag, which would be entirely different from any st
ate or federal flag. Beauregard later said after the War, “ After the battle

it was found that many persons in both armies firmly believed that each side
had used as a strategy the flags of his opponents.” So the North thought th

e South was using its flag and the South thought the North used our flag try
ing to confuse us. Thus Beauregard ordered atotally different flag to be ca
rried into battle. There were two designs, one by Colonel Walton and one by
Colonel Miles. Colonel Walton's flag had a Latin cross on it and Colonel Mil
es flag had the “X” or the St. Andrews cross on it. And Beauregard chose th
e one with the Saint Andrews cross.

Now let metell you that Andrew was the first disciple of Jesus Christ. He
became a follower of Jesus Christ and preached relentlessly the Gospel of
Christ. He not only preached in many of the Asiatic nations, he preached

in Russia. Andrew was crucified around 69 AD in Patria, Greece. Unlike Chr

ist, who was crucified on a Latin cross, Andrew was crucified on the Andre

ws cross. It looks like an X. And the reason he was crucified like that wa

s by his own request. He did not believe himself worthy to be crucified as
Christ was crucified. So he talked his prosecutor and persecutor into cru

cifying him on the X shaped crossinstead of having his hands nailed to th

e cross as Christ was. He had his persecutor tie him to the cross even tho

ugh he knew that he would suffer longer and deeper pain and agony. Y ou hav

e got to remember Andrew was approximately 90 years old when thiswas bein

g done. For three days he hung on that cross, preaching to everyone who ca

me by while he had breath. Finally, so many of the people were impressed b

y his preaching, they went and asked that Andrew be cut down from the cros

sand allowed to live. The powers at be consented and they went and cut An

drew down and as they cut the rope he fell to the ground dead. He died as
amartyr for Jesus Christ. Andrew became the patron Saint not only of Russ
ia, but also of Scotland.

Did you know that in the 1800's about 75% of the South were either Scotch o
r Scotch-Irish? The Confederate Battle Flag is based upon the national flag

of Scotland. The national flag of Scotland is the cross of Saint Andrew an
d the cross of Saint Andrew isasymbol of the Christian faith and the heri
tage of the Celtic race. In fact, another name for the Confederate Battle F

lag is the Southern Cross. It was adopted consciously, purposefully, delibe
rately and premeditatedly in order to display faith in the sovereign God of
heaven and earth, faith in the providence of that God, the God of history
and the God of salvation. How can | say that? Did you know that the Confede
rate Constitution recognized the sovereignty of the Providence of God? Let



me read to you the preamble, it goes like this: “When the people of the Con

federate States, each state acting in its sovereign and independent charact

er, in order to form a permanent federal government, establish justice, ins

ure domestic tranquility and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves a

nd our posterity invoking the favor and guidance of almighty God do ordain

and establish this constitution for the Confederate States of America.” Eve

n the Confederate States motto, “Deovendickia,” (The Lord is our Vindicator

), illustrates the sovereignty and the righteousness of God. The Saint Andr

ews cross is aso known as the Greek letter CHIA (KEE) and has historically
been used to represent Jesus Christ. Why do you think people write Merry X
-mas, just to give you an illustration? The “X” isthe Greek letter CHIA an

d it has been historically used for Christ. Moreover, its importance was un

derstood by educated and uneducated people alike. When an uneducated man, o
ne that could not write, needed to sign his name please tell me what letter
he made? An “X,” why? Because he was saying | am taking an oath under God.
| am recognizing the sovereignty of God, the providence of God and | am pl

edging my faith. May | tell you the Confederate Flag isindeed a Christian

flag because it has the cross of Saint Andrew, who was a Christian martyr, and the let

aways been used to represent Christ, and to attack the flag isto deny the

sovereignty, the majesty, and the might of the Lord Jesus Christ and his div
inerolein our history, culture, and life. Moreover, let metell you this.

That Confederate Flag today represents the valiant and courageous Confederat

e soldiers who died and gave their lives for the principles for which they f

ought. General Beauregard had one of the three first origina Confederate Ba

ttle Flags. On May 28, 1883, he donated that flag to the L ouisiana Washingto

n artillery. Beauregard was unable to be there but Colonel Walton was and he
accepted the flag for Beauregard and here iswhat he said: “In the name of
General Beauregard, under whose eyes you first went under fire at Manasses,

| have the honor to present to you this sacred emblem of Southern valor and
patriotism.” Said Judge Alfred Roman. “Its colors are yet as fresh aswhen i

t received the parting look of its fair maker. Its value is enhanced by the

fact that the upper portion of its staff is made of a piece of aflagstaff o

f Fort Sumter, shot down by the Confederate gunnersin April 1861. Gunners,

who, by the way, were under the command of General Beauregard. Unsoiled thou
ghitis by the smoke of battle, it was none the less, born in war and the b

reeze first kissed it in the tented field. It is the genuine model of the gl

orious flag around which all of usfought and so many of us bled and so many
of usfell.” What did he say? It is a symbol of Southern valor and patriotism.

Now let metry to answer a question for you. Why attack the Confederate Bat
tle Flag? Why attack Confederate symbols? Let me tell you something. WWhenev



er the Confederate Battle Flag is attacked, and the attacks are so vicious
and so ferocious, it is because it is an attack on the truth. Because the S
outh was not fighting as aracist nation or as a slave holding nation, they
were fighting for constitutional rights. They were fighting for State'sri
ghts. Did you know that there were many in the South when it came to adopti
ng aflag, that said, “Let's take the Stars and Stripes’ ? Why? Because we a
re the ones that are remaining true to the Constitution. Let them adopt ano
ther flag because they are untrue! To attack the flag is a attack on politi
cal incorrectness. The flag represents those who are opposed to unlimited f
ederal government. The flag represents alimited Constitutional republic. A
view of government opposed to the powers that be. Let me tell you somethin
g folks, al one hasto do isto look at present day Washington, D.C., to k
now exactly what our forefathers fought against. Two hundred and fifty thou
sand Confederate soldiers gave their livesto prevent from having what we h
ave today! The extension of government into every area of our livesisare
sult of the fact that the South lost the war. To attack the flag isto atta
ck the truth, which the flag represented. The Confederate Flag not only rep
resents alimited view of government, but it also represents freedom from t
yranny. It represents freedom from tyrannical governments. | don't know how
many of you will remember this, | know many of you saw it on TV, when the
Berlin Wall was being torn down. Do you remember what was flying over the B
erlin Wall? The Confederate Battle Flag waved as the wall was being torn do
wn. Did you know that the Confederate Battle Flag has been adopted and used
by the people of Poland, Hungry, the Ukraine, Lithuania, and East Germany,
as they were victorious over the Union of the Soviets? Even Quebec in more
recent years used the battle flag as a symbol of itsindependence in trying to secede fi
da. Historically, everyone understands that the Confederate Battle Flag re
presents liberty and freedom and independence from tyranny. The Confederat
e Flag represents truth against error, freedom against tyranny, light agai
nst darkness and the Kingdom of Christ against the Kingdom of Governance.
Y ou see, we have forgotten the fact that the War of Northern Aggression wa
sacultural war. It was areligious war and the North was predominantly U
nitarian and humanist, while the South was predominantly Christian. And in
reality, the War was an attempt to crush Christianity and Christian culture.

Now, why must the flag be attacked? Why must the flag be destroyed? Why mus
t Confederate symbols and monuments and heritage be defamed, destroyed and
derided? I'll tell you why. Because if we are allowed to keep our symbols,

we might just one day begin to inquire into the origin and meaning of those
symbols. And in so doing, begin to questions the myths and the propaganda

of the political correctness that's in our country today and as we see the



truth, we might actually begin to stand for the principles for which our fo
refathers stood and fought. And my, would that cause problems for the prese
nt day administration and the present day Socialist program. Now listen to
me folks, in order to keep a people enslaved and content in the present, yo

u must destroy their past. A people, who have no past, will have no future.
The attacks today, are attacks against the truth. What you and | need to d

o isthis: we need to study our history. We need to study our heritage. We
need to come back to the basics. We need to come back to our Christian root
s. | want you to turn in your Bibles to Jeremiah 6. Let me close with this
verse. Jeremiah Chapter 6:16, “ Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, a
nd see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way and walk therein a
nd you shall find rest for your souls, but they (the wicked people) said, W

e will not walk (therein.)” What did God say? God said, “ Stand in the ways
and see and ask for the old paths, wherein is the good way.” Let metell yo

u something folks, | would trade the culture we have today in a heartbeat f
or the culture that the South had before the War of Northern Aggression. |
would trade the character that men have today for the character that men ha
d before the War of Northern Aggression in a heartbeat. | would trade the m
orality today for the morality that was in the South before the War of Nort
hern Aggression. We better stand in the way and soon ask for the old ways,
which is the good way. We not only need to keep our symbols, we need to def
end their principles and apply those principlesin our present day life.
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